Senior Capstone and Graduate Course

TROPICAL FLORA OF THE BAHAMAS

15 - 29 May 2004

GENERAL INFORMATION:
     The workshop is conducted at the Forfar Field Station, North Blanket Sound, Andros Island, Bahamas.  Andros Island, the largest of the Bahamian islands, has a rich and diverse subtropical to tropical flora.  It is also protected by the third-largest barrier reef in the world.

     The objective of the course is to introduce the botany/zoology/biology student to the flora of the tropics as it compares with the more familiar temperate vegetation of the middle United States.  Topics covered include families of tropical plants, ecology, economic botany, and marine botany, including the more common algal flora.

     For those students with a more advanced background, there are numerous opportunities for independent studies of a more advanced and specialized nature.  To date, five master’s degree theses and one Ph.D. dissertation, as well as a number of papers on a variety of topics, have resulted from the work of students from Miami University on Andros Island.

     To be counted as a capstone, this course must be taken between your junior and senior years or during your senior year.  The capstone is open to all majors.

STAFF FOR 2004:

     Dr. Michael A. Vincent and Dr. R. James Hickey, Department of Botany, Miami University

PREREQUISITES:

     An introductory course in botany, zoology, or general biology.  An upper level plant taxonomy course is helpful, but not required.  Permission of the instructors is required to register.
CREDIT:
     The workshop may be taken for 4 hours of undergraduate (BOT 499A) or graduate (BOT 599A) credit.  Anyone auditing the course must pay all fees.

1.  Cost:  The costs are those for a 4 credit hour course, including all additional university fees, plus the field station fees (below).  Registration costs vary depending on in-state or out-of-state status, and may be obtained from the Office of the Registrar.

2.  Field Station Fees: The workshop fee will be $650.  This covers the cost of the flight from Ft. Lauderdale and return, room and board on the island, departure taxes, etc...  A deposit of $300 is required by the field station as soon as possible, and is due by 20 January 2004, to confirm a place in the course.  If the course is canceled due to insufficient enrollment, all fees will be refunded in full.  If you must drop the course after fees have been remitted to International Field Studies, we will attempt to have your deposit returned, but there is no guarantee that this can be done.

3.  Payment:  The deposit of $300 is due 20 January 2004 (DEADLINE EXTENDED TO 1 Feb. 2004), with the balance due by 20 February 2004.  Make checks payable to Miami University, and give to Dr. Vincent (77 UPH).

DEPOSIT - $300 DUE 20 JANUARY 2004 (DEADLINE EXTENDED TO 1 Feb. 2004) $350 BALANCE DUE 20 FEBRUARY 2004
4.  Registration:  Obtain a registration form from Dr. Vincent and fill it out.  The completed from must be signed by the instructor before it is returned to the Registrar’s office.  The registration process must be completed by 15 April.  If you have received a scholarship, a copy of the award letter also needs to be taken to the Registrar.  Fees will then be calculated for payment to the Bursar.
5.  International Student Identification Cards: The university requires participants in all traveling workshops to purchase International Student Identification Cards, issued by the Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE) prior to departure.  These can be obtained through the Office of International Programs (Langstroth Cottage, 529-5628); costs is about $20 (check or money order, no cash).  Cards purchased before the course will be valid until 31 Dec. 2004.

6.  Insurance and Liability: The university requires all students to complete and sign a certificate of medical insurance coverage, authorization for medical procedures and release of medical information, and acknowledgment and waiver concerning responsibility for student travel.  Copies of these forms will be available from the instructors.

ITINERARY:

     Workshop participants will leave Ft. Lauderdale International Airport around 8:00 AM, Saturday, 15 May 2004, to fly to Andros Island.  The return to Ft. Lauderdale will be on Saturday, 29 May 2004.  We attempt to arrive back in Ft. Lauderdale by noon, but airline schedules in the Bahamas are mere suggestions, so if you must make a connecting flight, plan it as late in the day as possible, preferably after 6:00 PM.  We will also have a van/carpool leaving Oxford at least 24 hours before the scheduled flight.  Inquire with the instructors about transportation.

SCHOLARSHIPS:  SCHOLARSHIP LETTERS DUE BY EARLY FEBRUARY

     A limited number of scholarships may be available.  Amounts of these awards vary from $100 to $300.  To be considered for a scholarship, submit a transcript and a letter outlining your reasons for taking the course and how it will benefit your career objectives to Dr. Michael A. Vincent, Department of Botany, Miami University, Oxford, OH  45056.  Scholarships for Miami University students may also be available from the Office of Continuing Education.  Please contact them directly regarding the availability of scholarships.
     If you have further questions, please contact Dr. Vincent at vincenma@muohio.edu or by telephone at 513-529-2755, or Dr. Hickey at hickeyrj@muohio.edu. 
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