
Gymnocladus dioicus 
 
Family:  Fabaceae 

Kentucky Coffee Trees are 
fast growing trees that nor-
mally find homes in cities 
and parks.  They lose their 
leaves early in the fall and 
appear leafless for around 6 
months out of the year.   

Leaves:  Margins, not threatened 
by emerald green ash borer, 
smooth, 1-3 feet long, 18-24 
inches broad, may be dangerous 
to animals if eaten  

History/ Geography 
Located in Midwest North 
America: Kentucky to 
Western, Pa; Kansas; 
Nebraska; Northern, La.  
 
Ranges from 60-70 feet high, 
trunk usually 3 feet in 
diameter 

Fruit : Legume; dark pods 
consist ing of seeds ins ide, 
normal ly used for coffee or 
other means of eat ing, only i f  
prepared proper ly (otherwise, 
consuming incorrect ly would 
be poisonous)  
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