“Trees are the Earth’s endless effort to
speak to the listening Heaven *
~Rabindranath Tagar
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White Ash

Fraxinus Americana L.




Life History

Seeds generally fall up to 460’ from the original tree, and take 2-3 months to germinate. The

vegetative buds usually begin to grow in April or May. it may take anywhere from 3-15 years for a
White Ash tree to reach five feet in height. Once it reaches that general height range, however, the
root and tap is well developed and the tree will grow rapidly. The maximum lifespan of a

White ash is usually around 300 years.

Below: The White Ash is a host plant for the

F

ast Facts: White Ash (Fraxinus Americana)

Size: 20-30 meters @all, with
exceptionally tall trees growing to 50
meters.

Leaves: Leaves pinnately compound, 8-
15 inchesjong, Leaflets 2.5-5inches
long, 5-9 per leaf, serrately round-
toothed, ovate or oblong, dark green
giabrous above, paier beneath.

Stemns: When the leaves drop in fall,
they leave behind a U-shaped scar.

Flowers: .25 inches long, small, purple,
appear in clusters, bloom in spring
before the leaves

Fruit: a1-2 inches long, light brown to
tan in color, shape of a cance paddle.

Susceptibility to insects and furgal
pests: Leaf Anthracnose isa
common probiem for the ieaves
of the White Ash during wet
springs. Trunk Canker
occasionally infects the bark.

The Emerald Ash Barer: The
White Ash is highly susceptible
and has been infected by the
Emerald Ash Borer. The pesthas
nfested ash trees in Michigan,
Indians, Ohio, and lilincis: Ithas
no known enemies. They feed on
the part of the tree just beneath
the bark, which inhibits the trees’
natural ability to move water and
nutrients from soil



