Tree Presentation Project

Botany 155

1. You will randomly select a tree name from a bag.

2. Locate your tree on campus using the map provided on blackboard.

3. Study your tree closely.  Note everything about its appearance.  

4. Key your tree out in your Illustrated Book of Trees.  Learn how to tell it from its closest relatives.

5. Research your tree in the library or internet.  Learn about its life history, geographical range, size, characteristics of leaves, stems, bark, buds, flowers and fruit.  Learn also about its susceptibility to insect and fungal pests.  Examples questions include: is your tree an important source of lumber, fruit or seeds?   Is it the host plant for an interesting butterfly or bird?  Is your tree threatened by the emerald green ash borer?

6. Prepare a 10 minute oral presentation about your tree to share your knowledge with your classmates.  Be original and creative.  You will be allowed to use a notecard for reference.  DO NOT SIMPLY READ SOMETHING YOU DOWNLOADED FROM THE INTERNET!  This is both boring and illegal (plagiarism). 

7.  During the presentation, you will be expected to engage the audience, making eye contact and involving them.  You will NOT receive full points if you stare at your notecard more than 3 times!  Make sure you give them enough information for identification – it will help for the practical!

8.  The instructor and other members of the audience will ask you questions to test your depth of knowledge on your tree.  Points will be deducted from your presentation grade if you don’t ask at least one question during a fellow students’ presentation.   
Tree Presentation Rubric (50points)
Morphological Characters (10)







Pts

`
Clearly described all the morphological characters visible for this species

10


Clearly described most of the morphological characters visible


8


Described about half of the morphological characters



6


Described fewer than half of morphological characters



4


What’s a morphological character?






0

Distinguishing it from similar species (10)






Pts

Clearly described all distinguishing characters from all similar species

10













8

Described some distinguishing characters 





6












4

Did not describe distinguishing characters from similar species


0

Fun facts, uses, problems, historical significance, folklore etc. (10)


Pts


Told an in depth, detailed, and interesting story of this tree, including

10

 
examples from several of the above areas








Told a good, detailed story but lacked examples from several areas


8


Talked about a few interesting tidbits 





6


Mentioned a use or two but in general, missed the point



4


Is this student even in my class?






0

Overall Knowledge of tree, ability to respond to questions (10)



Pts

Discussed tree in great detail and answered questions with confidence

10


Discussed tree in great detail but was less confident with questions


8


Discussed tree in moderate detail but confident with questions


6


Discussed tree in moderate detail with less confidence



4


Discussion lacked detail







2


Student was clueless








0 
Presentation Quality (10)
  







Pts

Within time limit, rarely or never used notes, very engaging 


10 


Close to time limit, rarely used notes, engaging




8


Somewhat under time limit, occasionally used notes, fairly engaging

6


Under time limit, often used notes, somewhat engaging



4


Severely under time limit, stared at notes, not engaging



0

Comments:
