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Tree Presentation Project
Botany 155

1. You will be shown a bag containing 25 slips of paper.
2. Draw one of the slips of paper from the bag.

3. Report the Tree name written on the slip of paper to your Instructor.

4. Locate your tree on campus (using the map provided) and give it a big hug.

5. Study your tree closely.  Note everything about its appearance.  

6. Take pictures of your tree.

7. Key your tree out in your Illustrated Book of Trees.  Learn how to tell it from its closest relatives.

8. Research your tree on the internet or at the library.  Learn about its life history, geographical range, size, characteristics of leaves, stems, flowers and fruit.  Learn also about its susceptibility to insect and fungal pests.  Is your tree an important source of lumber, fruit or seeds?   Is it the host plant for an interesting butterfly?  Is your tree threatened by the emerald green ash borer?

9. Now prepare a 10 minute oral presentation, and a 1 page brochure about your Tree to share your knowledge with your classmates.  Be original and creative.  DO NOT SIMPLY READ SOMETHING YOU DOWNLOADED FROM THE INTERNET!  This is both boring and illegal (plagiarism).  Pretend you are an expert nature guide, interpreting the flora of Miami University to interested visitors. 
10. Your one page brochure should include pictures and all of the information you found while completing part 8 (above) of this project.  Include the sources of your information in a references section.  Also write 1 multiple choice type question and include it in your brochure.  Some of these questions will be included on the next Exam.  Make 30 copies of your brochure to hand out to your classmates.
11. The instructor and other members of the audience will ask you questions to test your depth of knowledge on your tree. 
