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 Application for Water Ski Tournament Sanction 
 
American Water Ski Association (AWSA) / USA Water Ski (USAWS) 
Competition Services Department 1251 Holy Cow Road  Polk City, 
Florida 33868 
(863) 324-4341  (800) 533-2972  Fax (863) 325-8259 
 E-mail: competition@usawaterski.org  

 
 

Instructions 
 
I. General:  All USAWS/AWSA-sanctioned tournaments must have a currently affiliated USAWS water ski club as their 

official organizer or co-organizer. If your club affiliation has expired, return the club membership form and required fee 
with your sanction application to USAWS Headquarters. All club affiliations expire December 31. 

 
II. Deadlines and Fees: 
 
 A. Standard Applications and Fees:  The Sanction Application, Tournament Organizer's Safety Checklist (Items 2 and 

4) and sanction fee must be received at USAWS Headquarters prior to the deadlines listed below to avoid a late 
fee. The club must also be a current USAWS affiliated club by the time a sanction application is received. Clubs not 
meeting deadlines with ALL required forms must pay the appropriate late fees indicated below.  Please note that 
the deadlines indicate number of days prior to opening date of tournament. 

 
Tournament Class Sanction Fee Deadline Late Fee 

    
Cash Prize (Record & Non-Record) $300 21 days $200 
Record Capability (Classes E,L,R) $175 21 days $200 
Class C $125 21 days $200 
Classes I and N $ 45 14 days $100 
    
Note:  Refer to class descriptions on the next page. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  USAWS assumes no responsibility for delays in the U.S. mail. It is strongly suggested that you 
mail your application via "Registered Mail - Return Receipt Requested". No telephone applications will be accepted. 

 
B. Tournament Kit:  The tournament kit is available via CD or online at www.usatwaterski.org. 

 
C. Revisions/Cancellations:  In the event of tournament cancellation or changes in date, events, class, etc., you must 

notify your Regional Executive Vice President (EVP) and USAWS's Competition Department immediately. USAWS 
must receive approval of changes from the Regional EVP. In the case of tournament cancellation, all but $25.00 of 
the sanction fee will be refunded if the tournament kit is returned to USAWS intact. No late fees will be 
refunded. 

 
D. IWSF Pan American Region (Region I) Sanction (Record Capability Only):  World Record (Class R) and World 

Standings List (Class L) record capability tournaments must complete the IWSF Pan American Region (Region I) 
Record Capability Sanction Application and submit the appropriate $25.00 (U.S.) to the Pan American Region as 
indicated on the application. If you have requested a record capability sanction, the application is attached. 

 
E. Rules Exceptions:  Requests for rules exceptions must be submitted on Item 5 and received by USAWS or the 

Chairman of the Rules Committee no later than six (6) weeks prior to the opening date of the tournament or as 
specified in Rule 1.11. 

 
F. Tournament Calendar for The Water Skier:  Tournament information for The Water Skier is requested on the 

Application for Tournament Sanction. If you wish to have your tournament information published in the magazine, 
USAWS Headquarters must receive your sanction application and fee by the first of the month prior to the cover 
date of the magazine. There will be nine (9) issues in 2001. Two months will be combined in one issue with the 
exception of May and October (i.e., January-February, March-April, May, June, July, August, September, October, 
November-December). Therefore, for an April 15th tournament date, the sanction application must be received by 
USAWS no later than February 1. 

 
 
 
 
III. Requirements:  The approval of the Regional EVP is required on all tournaments. Tournaments will not be 

Item
 1
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considered sanctioned until the Regional EVP's copy of Item 2 indicating approval is received at USAWS Headquarters. 
 

Only fully insured "Active" members may participate in USAWS/AWSA-sanctioned Class I, C, E, L or R tournaments. 
 
Guest Memberships may only be honored and purchased at the following USAWS/AWSA-sanctioned events for $10 for 
each event. Refer to the Guest Membership Registration form located in the “Registrar” packet of the tournament kit 
for further details. Be sure to follow the application directions carefully. 

•  Learn to Ski Clinics 
•  Ski Show Exhibitions 
•  Club Practices 
•  Class F “Fun” Tournaments 
•  Class N “Novice” Tournaments 
•  Fun, Novice or Wakeboard portion of an AWSA (3-event) tournament sanctioned as Class C&F or C&N. 
 

Refer to the AWSA Official Tournament Rules for specific tournament requirements. USAWS/AWSA-sanctioned 
tournaments may be classified as follows: 

 
Class N: 
 
A. Required officials include an AWSA-rated Assistant, Regular or Senior Judge as Chief Judge; an AWSA-rated 

Assistant, Regular or Senior Driver as Chief Driver and a USAWS-rated State, Regional or National Safety Director. 
Refer to Rule 6.03 for details. 

 
B. All officials receive full credit for rating maintenance only, not upgrading. Skiers' ratings up through First Class can 

be earned and signed off. 
 
Class I: 
 
A. Required officials include an AWSA-rated Regular or Senior Judge as Chief Judge; two (2) appointed AWSA-rated 

Assistant or Regular Judges; an AWSA-rated Assistant, Regular or Senior  Scorer as Chief Scorer; an AWSA-rated 
Assistant, Regular or Senior Driver as Chief Driver and a USAWS-rated State, Regional or National  Safety 
Director. Refer to Rule 6.03 for further details. 

 
B. Officials receive full credit for rating upgrading and maintenance. Skiers' ratings up through and including First 

Class may be earned and signed off. 
 
Class C: 

 
A. Organizer must have organized a water ski tournament, sanctioned or unsanctioned, held during or since the prior 

two calendar years. In addition, the Chief Judge of that tournament must certify that it was run basically according 
to AWSA Rules, and that in his opinion, the sponsor could produce a satisfactory tournament. 

 
B. Required officials include an AWSA-rated Regular or Senior Judge as Chief Judge; two (2) appointed AWSA-rated 

Regular or Senior Judges; an AWSA-rated Regular or Senior Scorer as Chief Scorer; an AWSA-rated Regular or 
Senior Driver as Chief Driver and a USAWS-rated State, Regional or National Safety Director. These officials must 
be listed on the sanction application before the sanction can be approved. Refer to Rule 6 for further details on 
required officials. 

 
C. Officials receive full credit for rating upgrading and maintenance. Skiers' ratings up through and including EP may 

be earned and signed off. 
 
 
Record Capability:  Refer to AWSA Rule 15 for further details on technical and personnel requirements. Different 
divisions in the same tournament may be run under different sets of record rules. For example, Open may be run 
under World Record, Men and Women 1 and 2 under World Standings List and the remaining divisions under National 
Entry. 
 
A. Class E (National Entry):  National records may be set and a National Championships single EP may be obtained. 
 
B. Class L (World Standings List):  In addition to the above, performances qualify for the IWSF World Standings List. 

 
C. Class R (World Record):  In addition to the above, performances are eligible for World Record consideration. 

 
 
Cash Prize:  Refer to the AWSA Rule 16. 
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Towboats:  Only towboat models that have been certified as approved by USAWS may be used to pull USAWS-
sanctioned events. The approved towboats are listed on Item 7. Contact USAWS Headquarters' Competition 
Department for more details regarding the towboat program. 

 
 
IV. Procedures: 
 

A. The current edition of the AWSA Official Tournament Rules is helpful when completing sanction applications. 
Rulebooks are available online at www.usawaterski.org/pages/divisions/3event/main.htm. 

 
B. Type or print clearly all information requested and provide signatures where indicated. Mail Items 2 and 4 to 

USAWS Headquarters' Competition Department with appropriate national sanction fee and the club membership 
form  and fee (if applicable) in the envelope provided. Make check or money order payable to USA Water Ski. Mail 
a copy of Item 2 to your Regional EVP (names and addresses are listed below) in the envelope provided with a 
check or money order payable to your Region for any Regional fees required. 

 
C. Once the abovementioned items and the Regional EVP's written approval have been received by USAWS, you will 

be sent a kit of materials via UPS. 
 

Directory of Regional Executive Vice Presidents 
  

EASTERN REGION:  States of CT, DE, DC, ME, MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT, VA, WV. 
  Jerry Stansbury      (202) 483-8292 hm. 
  PO Box 245       (703) 256-2421 bs. 
  Annadale, VA 22003    (703) 256-2326 fax 
           stansplb@aol.com 
 
MIDWEST REGION:  States of IL, IN, IA, KS, MI, MN, MO, NE, ND, OH, WI. 

    Don Bucher       (219) 658-9305 hm. and fax 
    2905 E. Bucher Dr.     (219) 658-9532 bs. 
    Syracuse, IN  46567 dbucher@kconline.com 

SOUTHERN REGION:  States of AL, FL, GA, KY, NC, SC, TN. 
  Jim Jaquess      (770) 418-9063 hm. and fax 
  3554 Suwanee Creed Rd   (678) 579-7992 bs. 
  Suwanee, GA 30024    Jim.jaquess@mirant.com  
 
SOUTH CENTRAL REGION:  States of AR, LA, MS, OK, TX. 

Bob Mayhew          (281) 369-3222 hm. and fax  
6314 Lewis Lane         (281) 799-1733 bs. 
Rosharon, TX 77583-6356       Rmskident@aol.com 

WESTERN REGION:  States of AZ, AK, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY. 
 Mike Hayes      (949) 768-8441 hm. 
246 Forest Ave      (949) 494-3513 bs. 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651   (949) 497-0562 fax 
         mikehayeski@msn.com 
 


